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Work Selection 

 
 
Work Identification 
Artist:	  	  Unknown	  
Title:	  	  Enthroned	  Madonna	  and	  Child	  
Date:	  	  13th	  century	  
Medium:	  	  tempera	  on	  panel	  
Collection:	  	  National	  Gallery	  of	  Art	  
URL:	  	  http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/features/slideshows/byzantine-‐art-‐and-‐
painting-‐in-‐italy-‐during-‐the-‐1200s-‐and-‐1300s.html#	  
 
Introduction 
My introduction will discuss the following: 

• The characteristics of the Italo-Byzantine style, and why medieval 
art was generally abstract and unrealistic  

• How art began to change in the Proto-Renaissance period, 
influenced by changing economic conditions and the rise of 
humanism 

 
Thesis 
My thesis will be that this painting exemplifies the transition from the flat 
and abstract style of the middle ages towards the more naturalistic 
“Humanist” style of the Proto-Renaissance 
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Description 
I will describe the Virgin’s “Queenly” character – her robe and the 
elaborate throne; but I will also describe the melancholy expression on her 
face, and the way she cradles the Christ child in her lap.  My goal will be 
to “show” how she is becoming more “human” and relatable 
 
Analysis 
I will identify the Italo-Byzantine elements in the picture, which include the 
abstract gold background, the unrealistic perspective of the throne, and 
the linear patterns on the robe.  But I will also discuss the stylistic elements 
that belong to the Proto-Renaissance:  the use of modeling with light and 
shade that gives some dimension to the faces and hands;  the way the 
drapery folds reveals the bodies, making them seem 3D; how the throne 
does give some sense of depth, even though the perspective is off 
 
 
List of Resources: 
 
Melissa Hall,  “Art Before the Renaissance,” Art 108 Ancient to Medieval, 
Westchester Community College 
 
Melissa, Hall, “Giotto and the Proto-Renaissance,” Art 108 Ancient to 
Medieval, Westchester Community College  
 
Nancy Ross, “A New Pictorial Language:  The Image in Early Medieval 
Art,” Khan Academy 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/medieval-world/medieval-
europe/a/a-new-pictorial-language-the-image-in-early-medieval-art 
 
Allentown Art Museum, “Humanism in the Renaissance,” The Renaissance 
Connection 
http://www.renaissanceconnection.org/lesson_social_humanism.html 
 
 
National Gallery of Art, “Byzantine Art and Painting in Italy during the 1200s 
and 1300s” 
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/features/slideshows/byzantine-art-
and-painting-in-italy-during-the-1200s-and-1300s.html# 
 
Relevant Passages 
 
I did not assemble the relevant quotations for this sample, as I would like 
students to do this on their own 


